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Edom and Moab, Philistines and Ammonites, would be all but
annihilated in the explosion of God's righteous wrath. Amos
kindly warns them of their fate (i. 3-ii. 3), and most of the other
Prophets derive comfort from these agreeable expectations.1
Moreover, God would not spare any nation which had grown too
great. Isaiah makes this clear, " For the day of Jahweh shall
be upon every one that is lifted up, and he shall be brought low
(ii. 12). . . . And Jahweh alone shall be exalted in that day "
(ii. 17).2 In particular, those haughty nations, the Assyrians
and the Babylonians, who had been rendered yet more arrogant
by being so often used as rods with which Jahweh scourged
his guilty people, would now be humbled before his majesty.3
And all the heathen and idolators would be banished from his
sight: " For the nation and the kingdom that will not serve thee
shall perish; yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted " (Isa.
Lx. 12).4

If it had been only the idolatrous peoples who were to feel
God's just anger and to suffer for the wrongs they had inflicted
on Israel, the Jews would have seen in this the fulfilment of all
their desires, and the contemplation of such a future would have
partially assuaged their bitterness. But they had reason to
fear that on the Great Day divine justice would exact from them
also the penalty of their breaches of the covenant between
themselves and Jahweh. The Prophets are as insistent on
this as on the punishment of the heathen, and never suggest
that it is only the goyim who will be judged. Theoretically,
Israel was to be smitten and utterly destroyed.5 Of course the
threat was not taken quite literally, and it was understood that
a remnant of God's people wrould survive : " It shall be as when
the harvest man gathereth the sheaves, and reapeth the ears with
his arm ; and it shall be as he that gathereth ears in the valley of
Bephaim. Yet a gleaning shall be left in it, as at the shaking of
the olive tree ; two or three berries in the top of the uppermost
bough, four or five in the branches thereof, saith the Lord God of
Israel" (Isa. xvii. 5jgf.). The passage implies that in the
ordeal of the judgment day the wicked, forming the bulk of
the people, would perish, while the chosen few would survive
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